
FAN APPRECIATION NIGHT







DOUGLAS
STRUTH

Good evening, and welcome to tonight’s BKT
United Rugby Championship clash against
Ospreys – our final home fixture of the season.

Tonight is Fan Appreciation night, and there’s
plenty on the go both pre and post-match to pay
tribute to you, our loyal fans who’ve backed us
throughout the campaign. While it hasn’t been
the season we had hoped for, we’ve been in awe
at the amazing support we’ve had from the Burgh
faithful throughout the season.  

Our last fixtures against Leicester and Connacht
were testament to this, with fans travelling in
their droves to back the team on the road,
however it has been the incredible atmosphere
that has been generated at DAM Health Stadium
all season that has truly blown us away. 

I know that the team are going to do everything
to finish this season on a high, and a result that
this fanbase deserves.

As well as paying tribute to our fans, tonight is
also a chance to say goodbye to our thirteen
departing players. Every player has given their all
to the jersey and we can’t thank them enough for
their commitment and attitude when
representing this club.
 
Damien Hoyland became a club centurion this
season, a deserving achievement for someone
who has epitomised what it means to play for
Edinburgh, while the likes of Jaco van der Walt,
Henry Pyrgos and Nick Haining have given so
much in their time in the capital.



I’m sure you’ll give all of those players the send-off
they deserve, for everything they have done for the
jersey and for this club. 
 
There has been a buzz about the club this week,
with our Easter Camps in full flow early in the
week, and our Open Training session on Friday. It
has been great to see our players engage with our
fans, particularly the number of players that turned
out to see those who had signed up to our Easter
Camps.
 
It was a fantastic event, run impeccably by our
community team of Ruaridh Pye and Andrew
Whitelaw. The camps summed up the tireless and
excellent work that the duo have done throughout
the season, with the Our Burgh campaign seeing 
us visit more of our local clubs than ever before. 
 
On the field, it was great to announce 
publicly that WP Nel has extended his stay
 in the capital with another year in the 
front row. The fan favourite will now 
enter his 12th season in Edinburgh giving 
him the opportunity to add to his 186 appearances
in the capital front row, a total only bettered by
fellow club legend front-rowers Ross Ford and
Allan Jacobsen.
 
As the season comes to an end I’d encourage fans
to get tickets to our 22/23 Season awards dinner at
the EICC (25th of April), as a chance to mingle with
the players and celebrate our top performers from
throughout the campaign. 
 
But back to the rugby, I hope you enjoy this
evening, and make plenty of noise for the boys as
you have done all season!

Enjoy the game!

Douglas Struth
Edinburgh Rugby Managing Director
#AlwaysEdinburgh 













TEAM LINEUPS
EDINBURGH OSPREYS 

EMILIANO BOFFELLI
 

DARCY GRAHAM
MARK BENNETT

JAMES LANG
DAMIEN HOYLAND

 
BLAIR KINGHORN

BEN VELLACOTT
 

 PIERRE SCHOEMAN
DAVE CHERRY

WP NEL 
MARSHALL SYKES

SAM SKINNER 
JAMIE RITCHIE (C) 

HAMISH WATSON
VILIAME MATA 

 
16.  STUART MCINALLY 17. BOAN VENTER 

18. LUAN DE BRUIN  19. JAMIE HODGSON 
20. CONNOR BOYLE  21. HENRY PYRGOS

22. CHRIS DEAN  23. DUHAN VAN VER MERWE 
 
 

IESTYN HOPKINS

GEORGE NORTH
MICHAEL COLLINS
KIERAN WILLIAMS
LUKE MORGAN

OWEN WILLIAMS
RHYS WEBB (C)

GARETH THOMAS
DEWI LAKE
TOM BOTHA
ADAM BEARD
ALUN-WYN JONES 
RHYS DAVIES
DAN LYDIATE
MORGAN MORRIS

16. SAM PARRY 17. NICKY SMITH 
18. TOMAS FRANCIS 19. HUW SUTTON 
20. ETHAN ROOTS 21. REUBEN MORGAN-WILLIAMS 
22. GARETH ANSCOMBE 23. MAX NAGY 

15
 

14
13
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11
 

10
9
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Edinburgh Rugby centurion and Scotland
internationalist WP Nel this week penned a
new one-year deal that will see the
tighthead prop remain in the Scottish
capital for the 2023/24 season.

The fan favourite will now enter his 12th
season in Edinburgh – having joined from
Cheetahs in 2012 – giving him the opportunity
to add to his 186 appearances in the capital
front row, a total only bettered by fellow club
legend front-rowers Ross Ford (199) and Allan
Jacobsen (273).

Nel is currently fifth on the club’s all-time
appearance list – behind Jacobsen, Chris
Paterson (205), Ross Ford and Grant Gilchrist
(188) – while his 268 club and representative
rugby appearances in all competitions are the
12th most by a tighthead prop in the pro era.

Still operating at the pinnacle of the
sport, Nel, 36, featured in four of
Scotland’s recent Guinness Six Nations
matches – starting the Calcutta Cup
victory at Twickenham – and will soon
set his mind on a third Rugby World
Cup with the national side.

The tighthead has also enjoyed good
form at club level, most notably in an
80-minute display in January’s
Heineken Champions Cup triumph
against Saracens, where he won a last-
minute scrum penalty to seal the
victory in front of a fervent home
support.

The one-year extension is expected be
Nel’s final season in an impressive
career, which has so far seen the
tighthead make 345 professional
appearances, including 54 caps for
Scotland.



Nel said: “I’m really happy to have signed a new deal with Edinburgh Rugby. It’s a club that
means so much to me and the city is home for me and my family. We love it here and plan
to continue life here after rugby.

“My body still feels great, which was a massive factor in signing a new deal. 
I still feel like I can make an impact at the top level, so I want to 
do continue doing that for another season with a club that 
has backed me for over a decade of my career.

He continued: “Next year will probably be my last in 
professional rugby. If I can bring success to the team while 
providing leadership and advice to the younger props in 
the squad, then I can’t think of a better way to go out.

“Rugby has given me so much in life. 
I might be one of the older guys but I’m 
still hugely competitive and know I can be 
one of the best in my position on any 
given day. It will be an honour to pull on the 
Edinburgh jersey for another season.”

Nel began his rugby career at Durbanville 
Belville Rugby Club in Cape Town, where 
impressive performances saw him earn a 
place in the nearby Western Province side.

As a stand-out for Western Province 
in the 2008 Vodacom Cup, he was 
loaned to Boland Kaveliers to 
compete in the Currie Cup, where 
he was spotted, and then snapped up 
by Free State Cheetahs.

Nel stayed a Cheetahs for four years 
from his Super Rugby debut against 
Waratahs at the tail end of 2009. 
The tighthead’s form then caught 
the eye of Edinburgh Rugby, who 
signed him on a three-year contract 
in the summer of 2012, where he has
 plied his trade ever since.



The front-row qualified to play for Scotland through
residency in 2015, and made his debut for the national
team against Italy in Turin, before playing a pivotal role
throughout the subsequent Rugby World Cup 2015
campaign.

Nel surpassed the 100-appearance mark with
Edinburgh against Leinster in September 2016 and
from there his impressive form continued into the
2018/19 season, typified by a Man of the Match
performance against Montpellier, which helped
Edinburgh secure passage to the knockout stages of
the Heineken Champions Cup.

After a second Rugby World Cup in Japan (2019) –
where he continued to play a pivotal role in the
Scottish pack – the tighthead was back to his best for
his club as Edinburgh Rugby reached the Semi-Finals of
the then Guinness PRO14 in 2020.

Nel then reached a landmark half-century of caps for
Scotland in the 2022 Autumn Nation Series, coming off
the bench against the All Blacks at BT Murrayfield.

Head Coach Mike Blair added: “WP [Nel] is a true
Edinburgh legend and someone that inspires the
players around him because of his commitment to
representing the club and tenacity to be the best in his
position.

“He’s a different beast and that’s shown in his
performances for both Edinburgh and Scotland
throughout his career and again this season, where his
energy levels and eagerness to make an impact have
been through the roof.

“We’re truly delighted WP has chosen to sign a one-
year extension with the club. He epitomises what it
means to be an Edinburgh man and there’s no doubt
he’ll be champing at the bit when the 23/24 season
comes around.”
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EDINBURGH RUGBY
FIRST TEAM SQUAD

LEE-ROY ATALIFO NICK AUTERAC MARK BENNETT JACK BLAIN

EMILIANO BOFFELLI CONNOR BOYLE DAVE CHERRY HARRISON COURTNEY

LUKE CROSBIE MATT CURRIE LUAN DE BRUIN CHRIS DEAN

GRANT GILCHRIST WES GOOSEN DARCY GRAHAM NICK HAINING

JAMIE HODGSON DAMIEN HOYLAND CAMMY HUTCHISON HENRY IMMELMAN



BILL MATA

ADAM MCBURNEY STUART MCINALLY BEN MUNCASTER

WP NEL

DUHAN VAN DER MERWE

PIERCE PHILLIPS HENRY PYRGOS JAMIE RITCHIE

CHARLIE SAVALA PIERRE SCHOEMAN CHARLIE SHIEL SAM SKINNER

MARSHALL SYKES JACO VAN DER WALT BEN VELLACOTT

BOAN VENTER HAMISH WATSON ANGUS WILLIAMS

JAMIE JACK BLAIR KINGHORN JAMES LANG

GLEN YOUNG

MURRAY MCCALLUM



RUDI BROWN JAMIE CAMPBELL ROBBIE DEANS FINN DOUGLAS

EDINBURGH RUGBY
ACADEMY 2022/23

BEN EVANS DAN GAMBLE PATRICK HARRISON JAKE HENRY

MIKE JONES LIAM MCCONNELL HARRI MORRIS HARRY PATERSON

MATT RUSSELL CAMERON SCOTT NATHAN SWEENEY



Four String Love
Surfing Bird
You’re Welcome
Saturday Night (radio mix)
Quevedo (Tries) 
Pepas (Kicks)
Batman Theme Song
Boys are back in town
Bohemian Rhapsody 
B.O.T.A (Baddest of them all)
Samba de Janeiro
Paradise City 
Born to be Wild
Rocking all over the World
The Greatest 
Yabba Dabba Doo / CanCan
Live it Up
Underdog
Right Here, Right Now
Walking on the Waves 
Toxic
WWE: Stone Cold Steve Austin
Can't Stop
Teach me how to Dougie
Hound Dog
Ukulele
Tell Me Ma
Beautiful Sunday
Don't Stop me Now
Crazy Frog
Umfaan
Man I feel like a woman
Light it Up
Edge of Seventeen
Down Under
The Greatest Show
Yes Sir I Can Boogie
California Dreamin'
Candy Shop
L'Amour Toujours
Seven Nation Army
Can’t be Touched
WWE: The Game (Triple H) 
This is the One
Back in Black
We like to Party

PLAYER TRY TRACKS
Lee-Roy Atalifo

Nick Auterac
Mark Bennett

Jack Blain
Emiliano Boffelli

 
Connor Boyle

Dave Cherry
Harrison Courtney

Luke Crosbie
Matt Currie

Luan De Bruin
Chris Dean

Grant Gilchrist
Wes Goosen

Darcy Graham
Nick Haining

Jamie Hodgson
Bruce Houston

Damien Hoyland
Cammy Hutchison
Henry Immelman

Jamie Jack
Blair Kinghorn

James Lang
Bill Mata

Adam McBurney
Murray McCallum

Stuart McInally
Ben Muncaster

WP Nel
Pierce Phillips
Henry Pyrgos
Jamie Ritchie

Charlie Savala
Pierre Schoeman

Charlie Shiel
Sam Skinner

Marshall Sykes
Duhan van der Merwe

Jaco van der Walt
Ben Vellacott

Boan Venter
Hamish Watson
Angus Williams

Glen Young
 
 

Rosie Sagaitu
The Trashmen
Dwayne Johnson
Whigfield
Bizarrap 
Farruko 
Neil Hefti & his Orchestra and Chorus
Thin Lizzy
Queen
Eliza Ross, Interplanetary Criminal
Bellini
Guns N Roses
Bruce Springsteen
Status Quo
SIX60
[Custom]
Mental as Anything
Kasabian
Fatboy Slim
Skippinish
Britney Spears
Jim Johnston
Red Hot Chilli Peppers
Cali Swag District
Elvis Presley
Blad P2a ft. Khazin
Sham Rock
Daniel Boone
Queen
Axel F
Far East movement
Shania Twain
Major Lazer
Stevie Nicks
Men at Work
The Greatest Showman Ensemble
Baccara
The Mamas & the Papas
50 Cent
Gigi D'Agostino
White Stripes
Roy Jones
Jim Johnston
Stone Roses
ACDC
Vengaboys C L I C K  H E R E

T O  L I S T E N

https://open.spotify.com/playlist/0DVhKhKNaqeXQDdD0PW1yY?si=e752130f595c46fd
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/0DVhKhKNaqeXQDdD0PW1yY?si=e752130f595c46fd
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/0DVhKhKNaqeXQDdD0PW1yY?si=e752130f595c46fd


MAIN CLUB PARTNER

EDINBURGH RUGBY PARTNER FAMILY
STADIUM NAMING PARTNER OFFICIAL KIT SUPPLIER

OFFICIAL PARTNERS

AFFILIATE PARTNERS

OFFICIAL SUPPLIERS

EDINBURGH RUGBY WOULD LIKE TO THANK ITS BUSINESS CLUB AND DÙN ÈIDEANN CLUB MEMBERS FOR THEIR CONTINUED SUPPORT

Brewin Dolphin
A & J Littlefair
Aitken Turnbull Architects
Burges Salmon LLP
Cazenove Capital
CBS Consulting 
Davidson Chalmers Stewart

Eastern Western
Good Stuff Coaching Ltd
H M Raitt
Hampden & Co Plc
Johnston Carmichael
Lindsays
RSP Consulting Engineers LLP

Southside Property Management
GSS Developments
Canon
Ennova Law
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MAIN STAND

LOTHIAN STAND

MURRAYFIELD STAND

RIVERSIDE STAND

TERRACE E
TERRACE D

TERRACE C

WHEELCHAIR TERRACE

TERRACE ATERRACE B

TERRACE F / G / H
STAIR 1-4

STAIR 24-26

STAIR 5

STAIR 20-23

STAIR 6-9

STAIR 17-19

STAIR 10-12STAIR 14-16

STAIR 27-32





 

PRESS 
PASS
MIKE BLAIR
WITH

ON THE DESIRE TO WIN THE CLUB’S
FINAL HOME GAME OF THE SEASON

“We’ve not played at home since the

Leinster game, but we’ve got a lot of guys

playing in this game on Saturday who won’t

have been involved then.

“Selection has been really interesting this

week, we’re trying to tick a number of

boxes. We’re trying to give guys

opportunities who might be playing their

last game for the club, trying to give guys

opportunities who are playing for world cup

places and give opportunities to guys who

have been consistent in what they have

given to the club.

“A home game is a great one to have,

against the Ospreys they are a team who are

full of internationals, probably had a

similar-ish season to us in terms of doing 

ON THE SENIOR PLAYERS LEAVING THE
CLUB AND NEXT SEASON’S CLUB

“It will be a similar number of players in the
squad. I’m not having as much to do with the
recruitment stuff at the moment.

“It’s a funny market for players and actually
holding back a little bit and keeping your
powder dry – it’s a buyer’s market, it favours
clubs at the moment.

I imagine there’s still some stuff to come but
that’s where the situation is at the moment.”

well in the Heineken Champions Cup but they
haven’t had the consistency in the URC stuff as
well.

“They’ve got stuff to play for with the Welsh
Shield and we’ve got something to play for
with Fan Appreciation Night and as I said
before, putting a team performance onto the
pitch to help those individuals.”



 

ON STEVE DIAMOND 

“He’s been watching, behind the scenes and seeing how things flow
from a coaching point of view, from a players point of view and he’s
getting a good understanding of where we’re at.

“He’s addressed the group two or three times but generally he’s been
there to have an opinion. I ask him his opinion on things, he’ll come
out with a couple of questions like, ‘why are you doing that?’ or,
‘would you do this?’ so he becomes part of the discussion.”

 
ON THE FOSROC SUPER SERIES SPRINT AND 
YOUNGER PLAYERS STEPPING UP

“Yes, we’re definitely looking at younger players 
right now. So, the first game there with Heriot’s we 
had a bit of a blend of a team because we’ve still 
had two games left to go for our selection, we 
need guys to be up to speed.

“There’s a little bit of rust in us if you haven’t 
played for a while and we had a few guys who
 needed some game time.

“We had some senior guys, I think we had seven 
senior guys involved last week. We’ll have some 
senior guys involved this week.

“But it’s trying to get that balance of the 
young players coming through who haven’t had
 a huge amount of rugby either. So, getting them 
up to speed, giving them meaningful, competitive 
games. It’ll be important in the next couple of weeks.”

 





CLICK HERE TO DONATE

https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/ItsGood2GiveEdinburghRugby






 

Edinburgh ‘A’ got their FOSROC Super
Series Sprint opener off to the best
possible start, claiming a bonus-point 
19-36 win against Heriot’s Rugby at
Goldenacre on Saturday afternoon.

They sky greyed as the game got underway
at Goldenacre and Edinburgh made fast
work out the gate.

Seizing the opportunity of Heriot’s Cam
Jones’ blind side, Edinburgh’s Jamie
Hodgson uses his strength to plant the ball
down securing the first try of the game. 

Heriot’s were keen to show the guests they
mean business as they pushed back against
a strong Edinburgh side. After multiple
phases of intense play Finn Douglas used his
strength to get himself over the line and add
another five points to Edinburgh’s lead. 

Edinburgh’s Finn Douglas created a gap in
the Heriot’s line which allowed Glen Young
to grab the ball and sprint over the
whitewash dotting the ball over the line. 

The guests at Goldenacre continue to
dominate the scoreboard as Nathan
Sweeney stretched over the line to get the
fourth try of the game. 

Heriot's didn't give up the fight, scoring
early in the second half.

An interrupted kick from Heriot’s allowed
Edinburgh’s Bruce Houston to make use of
the gap and score to put the result beyond
doubt.

Hungry for more points Heriot’s Cammy
Fenton drove himself over the line with
seven minutes left on the clock. Edinburgh
had the last day, with Paddy Harrison
showing great footwork to cross the
whitewash.



 

SCOTTISH BUILDING SOCIETY 
PLAYER OF THE MONTH - MARCH

 Centre James Lang is today voted March’s
Scottish Building Society Player of the
Month after an impressive showing in the
capital midfield. 

Lang consistently showed his mettle in a
string of standout displays against Leinster,
Connacht and Leicester Tigers. The centre
has been typically abrasive in defence and
evasive in attack, whilst pulling the strings
with his kicking game in a central
playmaking role.

The Scotland international regularly
made it over the gain line with ball in
hand, averaging an impressive 65
metres carried per match. Lang also
took responsibility for kicking from
hand, regularly picking out the corner
from penalty kicks to touch.

On picking up the award, Lang said: “I
want to thank everyone who voted for
the award, it means a lot to get Player
of the Month for March.



 

“It’s not been a great few months for the
club, but I’m hoping we can finish the
season strong and put a good performance
out there for the fans.”

Scottish Building Society has kindly
donated £500 to Lang’s charity of choice,
Cancer Research.

On the donation, Lang added: “A big thanks
to Scottish Building Society for the donation
to Cancer Research. My mum did a charity
swim for the whole of last month for Cancer
Research, so it’s something close to me and
my family.

“My uncle David is going through
chemotherapy at the minute, so it means a
lot for the donation to go to him.”

Head Coach Mike Blair praised Lang’s
midfield displays, adding: “James has been
a consistent performer throughout the
season, and has added an extra level since
the turn of the year.

“He’s a become a key member of the
side. He offers a lot on both sides of the
ball, and shows huge commitment to
the jersey whenever he puts it on.”

Paul Denton, chief executive, Scottish
Building Society said: “James Lang has
had a very strong concluding month to
the season and I am sure he is looking to
build on that going into next year.

“His selection of Cancer Research is a
very fitting charity for our final POTM
donation of the year.

“We have donated £4,000 over the
course of the season to local charitable
causes picked by each winning player. A
huge range of charities have benefited
from this initiative which we are proud
to support.

“We hope James can continue this great
form as we look forward to the 2023/24
season.”



FAN PLAYLIST
Dylan Powell
Debbie jarvis
Logan munro

 
Lesley liddell

Olivia Simpson
 

Emily
Alexander Hastie

Nicholas Bruce
Chris watt

Alex Boldor
 

Bryan Dunn
Rory Mainland

Mike Malcolm-Smith
Finlay

Olivia Simpson
Euan McCall

Phinn Sanderson
 

Lesley Liddell
Olivia Simpson
Ben Robertson

Cara Gourlay
Finlay Johnstone

Mike Malcolm-Smith
Lisa Alexander

Roan briggs
Lesley liddell

Eve Equi
Ian Beattie

 
 

Jennifer McCalman
Nathan

Olivia Curr
Karen Koyman

Ben
Mike Malcolm-Smith

Nairn Pryde
 
 

1, 2 Many
All fired up
Barracuda
Belter
Born the be alive
Can we dance
Can’t hold us
Dance wiv me
Dont look back in anger
Dreams
Edge of seventeen
Feel this moment
Fire
For Whom the Bell Tolls
Ghost
Going Underground
I predict a riot
I want it that way
I'm Feeling It (In The Air) 
I’m happy just to dance with you
Jenny Don't Be Hasty
Jump around
Live while we’re young
Love story
My Songs know what you did in the dark
One kiss
One Step Beyond
Ooh Aah Just a Little Bit
Paradise city
Peanut butter jelly
Praise You
Queen
Raise Hell
Rasputin
Ready to Go
Right Here Right Now
Satellite
Saturday night's alright for fighting
Shut up and Dance
Smash it up
Somebody told me

Luke Combs
Pat benatar

Heart
Jerry Cinnamon

Patrick Hernandez
The Vamps

Macklemore & Ryan Lewis
Dizzee Rascal

Oasis
Fleetwood Mac

Wuki
Pitbull & Christina Aguilera

Kasabian
Metallica

gerry cinnamon
The Jam

Kaiser Chiefs
Backstreet Boys

Mark McCabe and Sunset Bros
The Beatles

Paolo Nutini
House of pain
one direction

Taylor Swift
Fall out boy

Calvin Harris
Madness

Gina G
Guns n roses

Galantis
Fatboy Slim
Radio Gaga

Dorothy
Boney M

Republica
Fat boy Slim
Harry Styles

Elton John
Walk the moon

The Damned
The Killers

 



Ross Johnston
Mike Malcolm-Smith

Finlay Malcolm-Smith
Cara Gourlay

Monty Robertson
Jacob pow

Karen Laidlaw
Jonny Rowe

Joe Jeffrey
 

David Taylor
Murray Anderson

Lewis Roarty
Jonny Rowe

Grace Martin
Morag McRostie

Alison mclean
Jonny Rowe

Euan Buchan
Alfie Patterson+Jack Hepburn

Jo Nelson+Lesley liddell
 Dylan+ Dougal

Blair Stirling
Karen Koyman
Steve Douglas

Lesley liddell
Barbara

 
 
 

Take My Hand
Teenage Kicks
The Angry Mob
The Nights
The Rockafeller Skank
The Wild Boys
The wild Boys
The Woodpile
These Days
Twist and Shout
Waterfront
We can't be friends
Whistle
Whole of the moon
Will We Talk? - MK Remix
Wow
You got the love
You held the world in your hand
Walking On The Waves
Afraid to Feel
Alive and Kicking
Beer never broke my heart
Freed from desire

Saturday Night
Thunderstruck

Skerryvore
Undertones

Kaiser Chiefs
Avicii

Fatboy Slim
Duran Duran
Duran Duran

Frightened Rabbit
Tide Lines

Beatles
Simple minds

Daytime TV
Jax Jones

The Waterboys
Sam Fender, MK

Young Fathers
The source featuring Candi Staton

Idlewild.
Tide Lines

LF SYSTEM
Simple minds

Luke Combs
Gala Rizzatto

 
 

Bay City Rollers
AC/DC

 
 
 

LISTEN NOW

https://open.spotify.com/playlist/471RuD1Qx58QIk4UKRTqAu?si=X1VsHyxkTVysriz5781Srw









