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EDINBURGH

S DOUGLAS STRUTH

Good evening, and welcome to Hive Stadium

for tonight’s BKT United Rugby Championship

MANAG I N G clash against the Vodacom Bulls.
I] I REET[I R's It’s great to be back in league action, and back in
WEI-EU M E front of our fans for what promises to be another

cracker against the men from Pretoria. Our
™™ matches have never been boring, and | expect
more of the same tonight in the next chapter of

our growing rivalry!

It has been a busy few weeks on and off the
pitch, and while last week wasn’t the result we
wanted, i’'m incredibly proud of this side for
qualifying for the last 16 of the Investec
Champions Cup.

This is an achievement that has only been done
six times in our history as a club, and looking at
the magnitude of some of the sides that didn’t
qualify, it makes me even prouder of the

achievement.

This isn’t where it stops, however, and we have a
real belief that we can do something special
away against Leinster, and continue to compete
at this high level with our growing squad of

young talent.

S |

EDINBURGH RUGBY VS B ULTLS
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Our injury list has meant exposing our youngsters to
some of the toughest tests in club rugby, and i'm
immensely proud to see how they are doing. Notable
players include Freddy Douglas and Liam McConnell,
the back-row duo catching the eye of fans and pundits
alike.

It was great to see them amongst those selected for the
Guinness Men’s Six Nations, alongside some of our
§ more experienced campaigners. In addition, it’s great to
fl see guys like Harri Morris, Ollie Blyth-Lafferty, Harry
Paterson, and James Whitcombe called into the
Scotland A squad. It will be a great experience for all
involved!

This weekend also sees our Women'’s side return to action at Hive Stadium. They welcome
Gwalia Lightning tomorrow afternoon, and i’d encourage our fans to go out and support
them. We’ve had great numbers at both of the matches, and it makes such a big difference
to the side! Last week they came up just short against the same opposition in an end-to-end
thriller, and i’d expect a match of similar quality tomorrow.

Talking of Scotland squads, it was great to see so many of our Women'’s players in the initial
Scotland training camp this week. There’s so much young talent coming from the capital,
and i’m excited to see how many of the players can forge their way into wearing the thistle
in the coming months and years!

Back to tonight, and | hope you’re in as fine voice as usual! We’re unbeaten at Hive Stadium
so far this season - let’s keep it that way.

Douglas Struth
Managing Director, Edinburgh Rugby

DOUGLAS STRUTH
MANAGING DIRECTOR






World’s Best
Airline for a
record 9% time

As World’s Best Airline, World’s
Best Business Class, World's Best
Business Class Lounge, and Best
Airline in the Middle East, we offer
an unparalleled travel experience.
Enjoy complimentary Starlink
Wi-Fi, at speeds faster than your
home connection, for video
streaming, gaming, web browsing,
and more.

qatarairways.com

QATAR:
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W OFX

The financial platform
that does it all.

Cut down on clunky global payment systems,
administration tasks and delays. Spend smarter, pay
faster and simplify your business finances.

Get started for free at OFX.com —
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@ 2025 UKForex Limited (trading as "OFX") is registered in England and Wales (Company Mo. 04631385).
Our registered office is at 4th Floor, The White Chapel Building, 10 Whitechapel High 5t, London E1 805,
We are authorised by the Financial Conduct Authority as an Electronic Money Institution (Firm Ref. Mo. 802028).
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WhatsApp

Welcome to the Official United Rugby
Championship WhatsApp channel! =

Here you'll find:

«+ Exclusive content

@® Behind-the-scenes access
/. Competitions and offers
== So much more...

Give us a follow and switch on
notifications and get excited for a brand
new URC season = =




LINEUPS

EDINBURGH \VODACOM BULLS

15 HARRY PATERSON 15 WILLIE LE ROUX

14 DARCY GRAHAM 14 CHESWILL JOOSTE

13 WES GOOSEN 13 SEBASTIAN DE KLERK
12 JAMES LANG 12 DAVID KRIEL

11 DUHAN VAN DER MERWE 11 KURT-LEE ARENDSE
10 ROSS THOMPSON 10 HANDRE POLLARD

9 BENVELLACOTT 9 ZAKBURGER

1 PIERRE SCHOEMAN 1 JAN-HENDRICK WESSELS
2 EWANASHMAN 2 JOHAN GROBELAAR

3 D’ARCY RAE 3 WILCOLOUW

4 GLEN YOUNG 4 RUAN VERMAAK

5 GRANT GILCHRIST 5 RUAN NORTJE

6 LIAM MCCONNELL 6 MARCELL COETZEE (C)
7 FREDDY DOUGLAS 7 MPILO GUMEDE

8 MAGNUS BRADBURY (C) 8 JEANDRE RUDOLPH
REPLACEMENTS REPLACEMENTS

16 HARRIMORRIS 16 MARCO VAN STADEN

17
18
19
20
21
22
23

BOAN VENTER

PAUL HILL

CALLUM HUNTER-HILL
BEN MUNCASTER
CHARLIE SHIEL
CAMMY SCOTT

PIERS O’CONOR

17
18
19
20
21
22
23

ALULUTHO TSHAKWENI
MORNAY SMITH
REINHARDT LUDWIG
NIZAAM CARR
EMBROSE PAPIER
HAROLD VORSTER
STRAVINO JACOBS
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As the floodlights hum over Hive Stadium
this Friday night, the forecast suggests a
classic Scottish winter evening: wet,
windy and uncompromising.

For many, it’s a night to stay indoors, but for
Edinburgh Rugby’s charismatic prop Pierre
Schoeman, it is the perfect stage for a BKT
United Rugby Championship  (URC)
showdown.

Facing his former side, the Vodacom Bulls,
‘Schoey’ knows exactly what is coming. The
Pretoria outfit arrives with a reputation for
brutal physicality and set-piece dominance,
but the Scottish international believes the
conditions - and the home crowd - will play
right into Edinburgh’s hands.

“I am excited about the Bulls this week,”
Schoeman says. “They are a tough outfit
and pride themselves on their set-piece and
physicality. It will be horrendous weather,
and we love it. It is going to be bad. But | am
looking forward to it.”



The visit of the Bulls marks a pivotal moment
in the URC season. With the calendar turned
to 2026, Edinburgh are looking to transform
their impressive European form - highlighted
by home wins over Gloucester and Toulon -

into a steady climb up the domestic ladder.

“In Europe, we are through. We take
pride in the work we put in here,”
Schoeman explains. “2026 is a new
start. This game is the turning point
in the season if you look at the URC
log.

“Our main job is to do as well as we
can in set-piece defence. In this
game, the only currency is actions.
You can say what you want in the
media and the meetings, but you

have to act. That is our only B

currency.”

While his focus is now firmly on
Friday night, Schoeman returns to
the squad refreshed after a unique
period of downtime.

Eschewing traditional holiday hotspots, the prop chose to further immerse himself in his
adopted homeland, heading north to the rugged landscapes of Glen Coe and the coastal

waters of the Borders.

“It wasn't really a holiday, but it is nice to get downtime,” he says. “We love Scotland. At
Glen Coe, we eat some good salmon, some good berries, and we swim in the Lochs. | do
a bit of wild swimming and go for a few walks. We have friends in Eyemouth, so we do
that down at Coldingham Bay. Open-water swimming is better; you get better scenery

than an ice bath!”



The clash carries a personal edge for
Schoeman. Opposite him will be lifelong
friends like Wilco Louw and Marco van
Staden; men he has shared scrums with since
the age of 18.

“I want to stand tall, firm, toe-to-toe, and
afterwards enjoy it,” Schoeman smiles. “It's
like blood brothers. If a fight breaks out, you
have to meet it, but afterwards, they are your
friends. | am just Pierre Schoeman, Schoey, as
| have always been. | never change.”

One of his closest connections remains
Springbok fly-half Handre Pollard. The pair
lived together in the Bulls’ Under-19 house, a
time Schoeman remembers fondly, largely for
the battles in the kitchen.

LU | am friends with Pauly (Pollard). We all lived
in the house together. How was it living with
him? There were a lot of steaks. You had to
protect your steaks. The stakes were high!”

However, Schoeman is quick to point out that
the comforts of their youth won’t help the
visitors once the whistle blows at the Hive.

“It is different for Pauly to kick the ball in the
rain and the mud with bagpipes and drums
going on in the background. We are ready for
them.”
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FAMILY DENTIST | IMPLANT CENTRE | HYGIENIST
| COSMETIC DENTISTRY | FACIAL AESTHETICS

SmilePlus is proud to care for many of
today’s players on the pitch. Our friendly,
experienced team offers a full range of
treatments to look after your oral health -
from essential check-ups and general care
to advanced cosmetic dentistry. With
SmilePlus, you can feel confident knowing
you're in safe hands. Get in touch today to
book your appointment.

4 Glasgow Road, Edinburgh, EH12 8HL SRR BEkTe: TN

0131 334 1581 & MOUTHGUARD g
PROVIDER TO @)
Wi Zr

SmilePlusDental@clydemunrodental.com
SCOTTISH
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School/ Club: Musselburgh RFC School / Club: Penicuik Rugby Club

Favourite Players: Darcy Graham . .
y . Favourite Players: Rob Carmichael

Favourite memory from a game you’ve

watched or played in? Favourite memory from a game you’ve
watched or played in?

When | scored 11 tries in a tournament! |

was very proud of that. When | managed to outrun the opponent

and score a try
If you could meet any player from our

club, past or present, who would it be,

and what would you ask them? If you could meet any player from our

club, past or present, who would it be,
Grant Gilchrist - How do you relax after a and what would you ask them?
game?
Rob Carmichael - Do you have any advice
on how I can sidestep better.

AA Mascot experience sponsored v, SCOTTISH Mascot experience sponsored
BREADALBANE by Breadalbane Finance A% suiloine society by Scoltish Building Sociely
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Wilf
School / Club: Melrose RFC
Favourite Players: Darcy Graham

Favourite memory from a game you’ve
watched or played in?

Getting Player of the Tournament at
Cargifield 7's

If you could meet any player from our
club, past or present, who would it be,
and what would you ask them?

Darcy Graham, when did he turn
professional?

T EgTe1872

Mascot experience sponsored
by Sandystones Farm



HIVE STADIUM MUST
REMAIN A FORTRESS

Head Coach Sean Everitt is determined to maintain Edinburgh Rugby’s
unblemished Hive Stadium home record this Friday night, insisting the
squad is motivated to keep it a "fortress" when the Vodacom Bulls
arrive for a massive BKT United Rugby Championship encounter.

Having won every game played at the ground so far this season, Everitt is
eager for his side to rebound from last week’s European away loss to Bath
and protect their home turf.

“We’ve had good performances at home,” Everitt said. “At Hive Stadium,
we haven’t been beaten yet and we know we want to make this a fortress.

“We played our best rugby and we played well against Toulon, but those
games are gone now. Obviously, what happened on Friday night [against
Bath] we’re not proud of as a rugby club, so we’re looking to make
amends.”

SEAN EVERITT

PREVIEW



Standing in their way is a formidable Vodacom Bulls
side that Everitt describes as a “dangerous beast.”

While the South African side has seen coaching
changes recently, Everitt knows exactly what to
expect from a team that combines traditional
physicality with an evolving offensive game.

“It's a difficult team to analyse at the moment
because they’ve had a change in the coaching staff
and they’ve been trying to grow their attack with a
new attack coach,” Everitt explained.

“They’ll come here with a different energy. They’ve
got big players and they enjoy their direct rugby.
What we do know is that we need to be accurate
because they do pose threats for us at set-piece time
as well as at the breakdown.”

The challenge is further heightened by the return of
Handre Pollard, the double World Cup-winning fly-
half whom Everitt has watched since his schoolboy
days.

“They’ve added Handre Pollard to their armoury and
he’s a world-class 10 as we know,” said Everitt.

“I watched Handre come through school level  “They came up into Europe with 30 of the best
and he was a different class at that point. As a players that they could pick. They didn’t pick
schoolboy, he played for the South African under-  their best team against Pau on Friday night,
20 team; he showed a lot of potential there and obviously resting players after the Bristol
he certainly reached that. I’'m quite sure he will ~ defeat to be fresh for us in this game. | presume
play on Friday night.” that they’ll go for full strength as they look to
climb the ladder.”
Regarding the Bulls’ selection, Everitt expects a
full-strength visiting side after they successfully
rotated their squad during their recent trip to

Pau.
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Share a Smile.

Support Young Cancer Patients
and Their Families Today.

¥
CLICK HERE TO DONATE



https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/ItsGood2GiveEdinburghRugby
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ACADEMY

JERRY BLYTH-LAFFERTY
OLLIE BLYTH-LAFFERTY
JACK BROWN

5AM BRYD

ISAAC COATES

FIN DOYLE

OLLIE DUNCAN

HENRY KESTERTON
SAM LEWENI
CHRISTIAN LINDSAY
HAMISH MACARTHUR
RORY MCHAFFIE

EDINBURGH

EST-1872
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ROSS MCKNIGHT
EUAN MCVIE

NAIRN MONCRIEFF
HECTOR PATTERSON
MAC RUTHERFORD
JAMIE STEWART
FINDLAY THOMSON
JACK UTTERSON
LEWIS WELLS

BEN WHITE

HENRY WIDDOWSON
ROSS WOLFENDEN




SPONSORED PLAYERS
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Turn sunshine
into solar power

Based on medium demand, south facing property in London with 4kW solar and battery installation and Hive Solar Saver
energy offer. Saving of 92.8% vs SVT price cap (October 2024). For full terms visit hivehome.com



TRY TRAGKS

Ewan Ashman Into the Valley Skids

Connor Boyle Blind Korn

Magnus Bradbury No broke boys Disco lines, tinashe
Jack Brown That’s the way | like it KC and the sunshine band
Rob Carmichael Funkytown Lipps Inc.

Luke Crosbie The Spark Kabin Crew, Lisdoonvarna Crew
Matt Currie Samba de Janeiro Bellini

Tom Currie Again Fetty wap

Tom Dodd Crazy Gnarls Barkley

Freddy Douglas Starboy The Weekend

Grant Gilchrist Rocking all Over the World Status Quo
Wes Goosen Hey ya Outcast

Darcy Graham | like it, | love it Tim McGraw

Paddy Harrison Country Roads John Denver

Ben Healy Heaven is a Place on Earth Belinda Carlisle
Paul Hill Girls just wanna have fun Cindy lauper

Callum Hunter-Hill For Whom The Bell Tolls Metallica
Mikey Jones Gold Dust DJ fresh

James Lang | like it like that Pete Rodriguez

Conor McAlpine Barbara Streisand Duck sauce

Ross McCann | can’t hold back Survivor

Liam McConnell Born Slippy Underworld

Harri Morris Whos that girl Eve

Ben Muncaster Hawaii 5 0 theme song Brian Tyler, Keith power
Piers O’Conor Levels Avicii

Harry Paterson Lady Writer Dire Straits

D'Arcy Rae Sabotage Beastie Boys

Dylan Richardson The Ketchup Song (Asereje) Las Ketchup
Malelili Satala Luther Kendrick Lamar

Pierre Schoeman Praise Elevation Worship

Cammy Scott Fire Kasabian

Charlie Shiel Yes sir, | can boogie Baccara

Sam Skinner California Dreamin' The Mamas & the Papas
Marshall Sykes Everyday Eric prydz

Ross Thompson Free Bird Moonlight

Mosese Tuipulotu Flex (Ooh, Ooh Ooh) Rich Homie Quan
Duhan van der Merwe L'Amour Toujours Gigi D’Agostino
Ben Vellacott Boom Boom Boom The Outhere Brothers
Boan Venter The Glen Levi Herson

Hamish Watson This is the One Stone Roses

James Whitcombe Rock the casbah The clash

Angus Williams Back in Black ACDC

Glen Young We like to party Vengaboys

EDINBURGH

EST-1872
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VPN

YOUR FIRST LINE OF DEFENCE

VPN starting at £1.58/mo

www.ipvanish.com/urc

http://www.ipvanish.com/urc
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SECURITY GROUP Z’.—>\

Robust defence f be gl
against cyber 7 |
threats |

Hard-hitting cybersecurity
solutions, built to defend your
business in a tough environment.

VIPRE provides enterprise-grade protection to \
tackle every cybersecurity threat head-on — from
email and endpoint to privacy and compliance.
No weak links. Just rock-solid defence L\\ .
for your business.

-
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Discover stronger defence at www.vipre.com
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A" BUILDING SOCIETY

Building passion together
Building community together
Building for the future together

scottishbs.co.uk

0 @scottishbs ©@scottishbs

Scottish Building Society is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the
Prudential Regulation Authority {Register No.206034). Member of the Building Societies Association and UK Finance. Scottish Building
Society, SBS House, 193 Dalry Rd, Edinburgh EH11 2EF.




WATCH ALL GAME
LIVE; HIGHLIGHTS
& ON DEMAND

SIGN-UP NOW WWWlIR_II.TV

DOWNLOAD THE URC TV APP

l'-. "a
e
o h.‘.lhh--_-_‘
i
T - 2
B o )
# - § d
P

MATCH HIGHUIGHTS. ¢ A
MATCHREPLAYS. 7RIl | o~
AND MORE.. P




(G
FANTASY

RULE

THE

GRIJUP
CHAT

| Set Up Your League



-
. %,
iy \
3 b 1
%
3 f .
]

)

©\ PREDICTOR
THINK

YOU'RE AN/

EXPERT?




EVERY FIXTURE,
EVERY TRY,
EVERY TACKLE.
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@& App Store | ™ Google Play

Personalised
Club Experience
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BROWN RETURNS FOR

GWALIA REMATCH

Edinburgh Rugby welcome the return of centre Lisa
Brown for tomorrow’s visit of Gwalia Lightning to Hive
Stadium (24 January, 1pm kick-off) - live on BBC Sport.

Brown is one of two changes to the capital starting
fifteen, with tighthead Faye Sutherland also getting the
nod from the first whistle.

Claire Cruikshank opts for an unchanged back-three,
with electric trio of full-back Nicole Marlow and
wingers Hannah Walker and Cleron Bell starting for the
fourth game on the bounce.

Outside-centre Brown’s return to the starting side sees
Rachel Philipps shift to the twelve jersey, alongside
ever-present half-back partnership of Emily Love and
Hannah Ramsay.

Sutherland is the sole change in the pack, starting in
the front-row with loosehead Alison Wilson and hooker
Aila Ronald.

Adelle Ferrie and Natasha Logan continue to start
together at lock, while Alex Stewart (openside flanker),
Catriona Moody (blindside), and Kay Lusby (number-
eight) complete the pack.

15. Nicole Marlow 14. Cieron Bell 13. Lisa Brown
12. Rachel Philipps 11. Hannah Walker CAPTAIN
10. Hannah Ramsay 9. Emily Love

1. Alison Wilson 2. Aila Ronald 3. Faye Sutherland
4. Adelle Ferrie 5. Natasha Logan 6. Catriona Moody
7. Alex Stewart 8. Kay Lusby

16. Kaylee Fraser 17. Talei Tawake 18. Hannah
McMahon 19. Charlotte Russell 20. Lauryn McGrotty
21. Pip Benson 22. Lucy MacRae 23. Scarlett Haddow
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Poor or blurry
vision?

Restore perfect vision with specialist eye
treatment at Vision Scotland Edinburgh.

visit: visionscotland.com
or call: 08008 20 20 80
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THIRTEEN SELECTED
FOR SCOTLAND AND
SCOTLAND A SQUADS

FREDDY DOUGLAS

| cenERATION

Edinburgh Rugby is proud to confirm that nine players have been

named in Gregor Townsend’s 40-man Scotland squad for the

upcoming 2026 Guinness Men’s Six Nations, while a further four club NEWS
representatives have been selected for the Scotland A training squad.

The senior selection ahead of the tournament opener against Italy in Rome
on Saturday 7 February features an exciting blend of club icons and
emerging talent, led by the inclusion of up-and-coming back-row duo
Freddy Douglas and Liam McConnell, who have both been rewarded for
their terrific starts to the campaign.

They join a powerful forward contingent featuring Ewan Ashman,
Scotland’s leading try-scoring forward, and tighthead D’arcy Rae, who is
set to make his return from injury against Vodacom Bulls this weekend.



Club captain Magnus Bradbury also gets the nod after
a dominant start to the year, alongside the
experienced Grant Gilchrist, who continues his return
to full fitness, and ever-present prop Pierre
Schoeman.

The backline will once again benefit from the clinical
finishing of Scotland’s two leading all-time try-
scorers, Duhan van der Merwe and Darcy Graham,
both of whom are named in the squad for the
upcoming Championship.

In addition to the senior honours, the club is well-
represented in the Scotland A training squad ahead
of their match against an Italy XV at Stadio Centro
D’Italia, Manlio Scopigno, on Friday 6 February.

This fixture, which kicks off at 6.30pm local time, is a
key pillar of the new performance pathway plans,
identifying A matches as a vital way to develop
players in a high-level environment before they make
the step up to the full national squad.

FD/NGBURGH
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N X ._
SCOTTISH -
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Harry Paterson is named in the squad following an
impressive return from injury against Bath last
weekend, joined by hooker Harri Morris, who was

capped in the recent Autumn Nations Series.

The selection also includes uncapped props Ollie
Blyth-Lafferty and James Whitcombe, marking a
significant step in their professional development.

The Scotland A side, which will also incorporate
players from the wider senior squad, will be led by
Glasgow Warriors’ Nigel Carolan as Head Coach,
supported by assistant coaches Scott Forrest and

Edinburgh Rugby’s own Stevie Lawrie.



INCAEDIBLE Ot

Only available at Arnold Clark MG.

i |

- Initial rental | Per month

Personal contract hire

Brand-new

MGA V3t

Long Range

i oy g

Initial rental | Per month iy r
Personal contract hire

Arnold
Ciork

Personal contract hire representative example for MG4 EY I50KW [Nav] EY Long Range 64kWh Sdr Auto. 48 monthly payments of £249, initial rental £249, contract mileage 24,000, lerm (months) 49, excess milage charge W.9p per mile.

(s may be recorded for quality o training purpases. Models shown for illustrative purposes. Amold Clark Automobiles Linited i authorised and regulated by the Finandal Conduct Authority (S08092) for general insurance and consumer credit purposes.

We act as a redit broker sourcing credit to assist with your purchase from a carefully selected panel of lenders. Lenders wil pay us a fee for these introductions (For details including our pane! of lenders and disclosure staterent visit https: fwww.amoldcaric
comyterms-of-use/panel-of-lenders). Applicants must be 18 years.or over, All affers and credit subject o status, terms and conditions.
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